IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strik e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). A clean copy of the amended claims is attached for the 
convenience of the reader. 

1, (Currently amended) A transaction assisting apparatus for assisting transactions 
in goods in an o l octronic mark e t whero buy ord e rs and s e ll ord e rs for a sam e typ e of good ar e 
mutua ll y match e d and e x e cut e d , comprising: 

an chain order input unit permitting input o fs e l l ord e rs to s e l l a first typ e of fungib le goods 
i n th e e l e ctron i c mark e t, and p e rm i tt i ng th e input of automatic cha i n purchase ord e rs in th e 
o l o ctronic mark e t, an automat i c chain purchas e ord e r being i nputt e d as an order by a first party 
tn j on nnnri i tinn of e x e cution of a sel l ord e r for so l o of tho first type of fungib le a chain order, the 
chain order being an order reguesting, on condition of sale or purchase of first movable goods 
by customer A , purchase via tho ele ctronic mark e t a s e cond typ e of fung i ble goods off e r e d on 
th n P lR ntrnnin mnrk e t, th e s e cond typ e of fung i bl e goods b e ing a typ e of goods that is or sale of 
second movable goods different from the firs ttypo of fung i bl e goods, wh e re a first party i nputs a 
cha i n purchase ord e r and a s e cond party i nputs as ell ord e r for th e first typ e of movable goods by 
customer B ; 

an order detecting unit automatically d e t e cting a first e xecution which i s an e x e cution of 
tho inputt e d s ell ord e r fo r detecting an order for purchase or sale of the first typo of fung i bl e 
movable goods with respect to which the purchas e chain order has b ee n p l ac e d by th e first party 
whom th fi s ell ord e r i n oxocut e d by be i ng match e d w i th a corr e sponding buy ord e r is placed; and 

for th e first typo of fung i ble goods, and wh e r e th e d e t e cted first e x e cut i on is not an 
e x e cution of th e cha i n purchas e ord e r; and 

aft chain order processing unit T responsive to the detection of tho first oxocution of th e 
s o il ord e r for th e f i rst typ e of fungibl e goods a buy or sell order with respect to a predetermined 
chain order by said order detecting unit, automat i ca l ly p e rform i ng a s e cond e x e cut i on wh i ch is 
an ex e cution of th e cha i n purchase ord e r for th e s e cond typ e of fung i bl e goods, wh e r e th e chain 
for performing a selling or purchasing process with respect to the first movable goods by said 
customer A and performing a purchasing or selling process with respect to the second movable 
goods by said customer B 

purchas e ordor i s oxocut e d by b ei ng match e d w i th a corr e spond i ng s e ll ord e r for sal e of 
tho s e cond typ e of fung i b l e goods . 



2. (Currently amended) The transaction assisting apparatus according to claim 1 , 
further comprising: 

chain order storing means for storing the chain order input from said chain order input 
m e ans unit; and 

deleting means for deleting, from said chain order storing means, the chain order with 
respect to which the automat i c e x e cut i on sale or purchase has been completed by said chain 
order processing m e ans unit . 

3. (Currently amended) The transaction assisting apparatus according to claim 1 , 
further comprising display means for selectively displaying those of the chain orders which 
include a sell or buy order for the second typ e of funq i b le movable goods and which satisfy a 
condition for sale or purchase of the second typ e of funq i bl e movable goods. 

4. (Currently amended) The transaction assisting apparatus according to claim 3, 
wherein said display means inhibits display of information about a buy or sell order for the 
second movable typ e of fung i bl e goods included in the chain order when the chain order is 
placed, and displays the information after the chain order is executed. 

5. (Currently amended) The transaction assisting apparatus according to claim 3, 
further comprising price changing means for, responsive to a change in price of the first typ e of 
movable goods, automatically changing a price of the corresponding second movable typ e of 
goods of the chain order in an interlocked manner. 

6. (Currently amended) The transaction assisting apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein said chain order processing mearis- unit performs chain order processing in series if an 
order placed with respect to the second movable typ e of fungib le goods to be transacted is a 
chain order. 

7. (Previously presented) The transaction assisting apparatus according to claim 1 , 
further comprising tax amount calculating means for calculating an amount of tax to be paid as a 
result of the execution of the chain order; and, 

notifying means for notifying parties concerned in the execution of the chain order of the 
amount of tax calculated by said tax amount calculating means. 



8. (Previously presented) The transaction assisting apparatus according to claim 1 , 
further comprising transfer means for automatically transferring a price and a tax payable as a 
result of the execution from one to another of accounts of parties concerned in the execution. 

9. (Currently amended) A computer-readable recording medium recording a 
program to be executed by a computer for causing the computer to perform a transaction 
assisting process for assisting transactions in goods, tho proc e ss compr i s i ng: 

wherein the program causes the computer to function as: 

permitting i nput of ord e rs to s ell a f i rst typ e of fungib le goods to a s e cond party i n th e 
e l e ctron i c mark e t, and permitt i ng th e input of a chain order, the chain order being an order 
requesting, on condition of oxecution of an ord e r for sa l o of th e first typ e of fung i bl esalejor 
purchase of first movable goods by customer A , purchase or sale ofa second typ e of fung i b le 
movable goods different from and not fung i bl e w i th r e sp e ct to th e first typ e of fungibl e goods 
from a th i rd partvi the first movable goods by customer B; 

automatica l ly detecting e x e cut i on of an ord e r fo r an order for purchase or sale of the 
first typ e of fung i bl e movable goods with respect to which the chain order h a s b ee n is placed; and 

r e spons i v e responding to the detection of e x e cution of a s e ll ord e r for th o first typ e of 
fungibl e goods by said a buy or sell order with respect to a predetermined chain order -order 
detecting m e ans, automatica ll y e x e cuting th e chain ord e r for th e purchas e of th e s e cond typ e of 
fung i bl e goods by performing a selling or purchasing process with respect to the first movable 
goods by said customer A and performing a purchasing or selling process with respect to the 
second movable goods by said customer B . 

1 0. (Currently amended) A method for assisting transactions in goods, the method 
comprising: 

permitting input o ford e rs to s e l l a first type of fung i b le goods to a s e cond party in th e 
e le ctronic market, and p e rm i tting th e i nput of a chain order, the chain order being an order 
requesting, on condition of oxocut i on of an ord e r for sa le of th e first typ e of fung i b lesalejor 
purchase of first movable goods by customer A , purchase of a s e cond typ e of fungib le goods or 
sale of second movable goods different from the first movable goods by customer B; 

d i ff e r e nt from and not fungib le w i th r e sp e ct to th e first type of fung i b le goods from a th i rd 

partyi 

automatica ll y detecting, by a computer, ox e cut i on of an order for purchase or sale of the 
first typ o of fung i b le movable goods with respect to which the chain order has b ee n is placed; and 

responsiv e responding to the detection of e x e cution of a buy or sell order for th e f i rst typ e 
of fungible goods bv said ordor d e t e ct i ng m e ans, automat i ca ll y oxocuting th e with respect to a 



predetermined chain order bv performing a selling or purchasing process with respect to the first 
movable goods by said customer A and performing a purchasing or selling process with respect 
to for purchas e of the second typ e of fung i b le movable goods bv said customer B . 

11 . (Currently amended) A method according to claim 10, further comprising: 
storing the inputted chain order; and 

deleting the stored chain order with respect to which the automatic e x e cution sale or 
purchase has been completed. 

1 2. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 1 0, further comprising 
displaying those of the chain orders which include a sell or buy order for the second 
movable typ e of fung i b le goods and which satisfy a condition for sale or purchase of the second 
movable typ e of fungibl e goods. 

1 3. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 1 2, further comprising inhibiting 
display of information about a buy or sell order for the second movable typ e of fungibl e goods 
included in the chain order when the chain order is placed, and displaying the information after 
the chain order is executed. 

14. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 12, further comprising, 
responsive to a change in price of the first moyabletype-ef goods, automatically changing a price 
of the corresponding second movabletype-ef goods of the chain order in an interlocked manner. 

1 5. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 1 0, wh e r ei n sa i d chain order 
proc e ssing m e ans further comprising p e rforms performing chain order processing in series if an 
order placed with respect to the second movable typ e of fungib le goods to be transacted is a 
chain order. 

1 6. (Previously presented) A method according to claim 1 0, further comprising 
calculating an amount of tax to be paid as a result of the execution of the chain order; and 

notifying parties concerned in the execution of the chain order of the amount of tax 
calculated. 

17. (Previously presented) A method according to claim 10, further comprising 
automatically transferring a price and a tax payable as a result of the execution from one to 
another of accounts of parties concerned in the execution. 



1 8. (Currently amended) An apparatus for assisting transactions in goods i n an 
e l e ctronic mark e t , comprising: 

a chain order input unit permitting input of orders to sell a-first typ e of fung i b le movable 
goods to a second party in the electronic market, and permitting the input of a chain order, the 
chain order being an order requesting, on condition of execution of an order for sale of the first 
movable typ e of fung i bl e goods by customer A , purchase of a-second movable typ e of fungibl e 
goods by customer B from a third party, the second movable typ e of fung i b le goods being 
different from and not fungib le w i th r e sp e ct to the first movable typ e of fungibl e goods; 

an order detecting unit automatically detecting o x e out i on of an ord e r fo r said sale of the 
first movable typo of fung i b le goods with respect to which the chain order has been placed by 
said customer A ; and 

a chain order processor, responsive to the detection of e x e cut i on of a said sell order for 
the seeeftd- first movable typ e of fungibl e goods by said order detecting unit, automatically 
executing the chain order for th eby purchas e purchasing e^the second movable typo of fung i b le 
goods by said customer B . 

19 and 20. (Cancelled) 

21 . (Currently amended) A transaction assisting apparatus for assisting transactions 
in goods in an ele ctronic mark e t , comprising: 

chain ord e r i nput means for permitting i nput of ord e rs to purchas e a first typ e of fung i b le 
goods from a s e cond party i n th e ele ctron i c mark e t, and p e rm i tting th e input of a chain order, the 
chain order being an order requesting, on condition of sale or e x e cution of an ord e r for purchase 
of the-first movable typ e of fung i b le goods by customer A , purchase or sale of a second movable 
goods different from the first movable goods by customer B; 

second typ e of fungibl e goods to a th i rd party, th e s e cond typ e of fungib le goods b ei ng 
d i ffer e nt from and not fung i bl e w i th r e sp e ct to th e first typ e of fung i b le goods; 

erde Hneans for detecting moans for automat i ca l ly d e t e ct i ng e x e cution of an order for 
purchase or sale of the first type of fungibl e movable goods with respect to which the chain order 
has b ee n p l ac e d; and is placed; and 

cha i n ord e r proc e ss i ng means for , r e spons i v e responding to the detection of e x e cut i on 
o^a buy or sell order fef -with respect to a predetermined chain order by performing a selling or 
purchasing process with respect to the first type-ef -movable fungib le goods by said customer A 
by said ord e r d e t e ct i ng m e ans, automat i cal l y e x e cut i ng th e cha i n ord e r for th e purchas e of and 



performing a purchasing or selling process with respect to the second typ e of fung i bl e movable 
goods bv said customer B . 



